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CLINICAL. 

APHASIA. 

Dr. Knoblauch reports an interesting case of disorder 
of the articulating capacity from cerebral disease. The 
patient, a child six years old, presented motor aphasia 
and right-sided hemiplegia following acute encephalitis, 
consequent upon scarlatinal nephritis. From the begin¬ 
ning of the aphasia, which was permanent, the patient 
was incapable of spontaneous speech, although he appre¬ 
ciated perfectly everything that was said to him. The 
curious part of the case was, that articulation was pos¬ 
sible when the little patient attempted to sing familiar 
airs (Centralblatt f. klinische Medicin). 

The report of this case recalls to the writer similar 
phenomena presented by a patient who came under her 
notice some years ago. With the exception of the attack 
to be related, the young woman was in perfect health, 
was highly intelligent and anxious to be cured of her 
affliction. About once a year, for a number of years, the 
patient was suddenly seized with an attack resembling 
very much that of catalepsy, from which she would 
emerge with complete aphasia. During the aphasic 
period, which sometimes extended over several months, 
the patient was able to attend her duties as a public 
singer, articulation being perfect in singing voice. The 
restoration of the voice would be observed after an 
attack of less severity than the one in which the voice 
was lost. In the interval between the seizures the voice 
was natural and the patient in good condition. B. M. 

HYPERTHERMIA AND HYPOTHERMIA IN 
HYSTERIA. 

Dr. Raffaele reports an interesting case, in “ Gazzetta 
delle Cliniche,” of a female, age thirty, who, after an 
attack of severe odontalgia, was taken with a low form 
of fever. The first week the temperature ranged from 
37 0 C. to 38.5° C. In the second week it gradually rose to 
41 0 C. Thinking that typhoid fever may be present, a 
thorough examination was made, but with negative re¬ 
sults. The third week the temperature rose to 43.5 0 C. 
During attacks of lethargy the temperature fell to 34.5 0 C. 
Toward the end of the fourth week there was present 
complete anuria and irritability of the stomach. The cir¬ 
culation and respiration remained normal throughout 
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the attack. She passed small quantities of urine, of low 
specific gravity. The salts were diminished, especially 
the urea, also the phosphates. The earthy phosphates 
and alkaline phosphates were present in about equal 
quantities. 

Her recovery, the result of an auto-suggestion, took 
place suddenly one morning, when she desired to attend 
service in the chapel. From this day her recovery was 
complete. 

From the study of this case the author concludes: 

1. That hyperthermia, or, as it is sometimes designated, 
hysterical fever, is now definitely understood, and repre¬ 
sents the thermic equivalent of the status hystericus. 

2. Marked hyperthermia, as well as hypothermia, when 
o<f hysterical origin, are perfectly compatible with life. 

3. Hyperthermia does not cause any change in the tissues 
of the body, as wasting or diminution of weight, and in 
this respect resembles other manifestations of hysteria. 

4. The examination of the urine in cases of fever of 

unknown nature is of great importance, since in the 
scarcity of its solid principles one has a good criterion to 
make a diagnosis. W. C. K. 


SURGICAL. 

ON THE SURGICAL TREATMENT OF BASE¬ 
DOW’S DISEASE. 

In the “Deutsche med. Wochenschrift, 1891, No. 2, 
two cases are described by Lemke. One was completely 
cured, and the other was so markedly improved, that he 
was enabled to return to work. Six and seven months 
respectively have intervened between the operations and 
the time of publication. The first was a young man, 
seventeen years of age, with cardiac palpitation, exoph- 
thalmus and a large goitre. Sudden attacks of suffoca¬ 
tion led to tracheotomy. An unsuccessful attempt was 
made to open the inferior portion of the trachea. As the 
patient was in the meantime becoming asphyxiated, the 
thyroid was split, cricotomy performed, and a canula 
inserted. After eight days the left half of the gland 
was extirpated. The exophthalmus disappeared. Seven 
months later he was in good health, the right half of the 
thyroid was diminished in size, the pulse was regular, 
and normal in frequency, and the prominence of the 
eyes had subsided. He -was able to attend to his duties 
as a painter without interruption. 



